20   LIFE AND WORK IN BENARES AND KUMAQN.

CHAPTER IV.
CHRISTIAN MISSIONS IN BENARES.
FROM 1816 TO 1839.
IT may be well to give, before proceeding further, a
brief account of what had been done for the evan-
gelization of Benares up to that time.
Our Baptist brethren were first in the field.    All who
have read the biography of the illustrious trio of Seram-
pore are aware that they formed, and with ardent zeal
and untiring energy prosecuted, ^great schemes for the
-evangelization of the millions to whose spiritual good
they had consecrated their lives.    The translation of the
Scriptures into the languages of India was their special
service, but it was far from standing alone.    They were
fully alive to the importance of preparing and sending
out men of kGod to go among the people, and make
known to them Jesus as the Saviour of the world.    They
gladly availed themselves of Europeans, Eurasians, and
natives, who seemed qualified'for the work by Christian
character, zeal for the conversion of the people, and
aptness to teach, though, with few exceptions, destitute
of any considerable measure of mental culture.    Some
bf these agents had force of character and native talent,
and much good and useful work was accomplished by
them,   One of their number was Mr. Bowley, who after-